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January 26, 2009

Somerset County Officials:
Bird Kill Does Not Pose A Threat

Somerset County officials are reassuring residents that hundreds of dead birds found in the southern part of the county pose no threat to humans or pets.

Late last week, the Somerset County Health Department was informed by the state Department of Health about the culling of starlings and blackbirds that was to take place on or about Jan. 23.  The municipal health departments were in turn notified about the plan. 
Over the weekend, county officials were informed about hundreds of dead birds found in the Griggstown section of Franklin Township in Somerset County.

“No Somerset County agency was involved in this activity,” said Freeholder Director Rick Fontana.  “It was purely a coordinated effort by the federal government and the state to curb the number of these two bird species.
“It is important for the public to know that these birds did not die from any diseases such as West Nile Virus and do not pose any public-health threat,” he said.
Concerned residents may contact either of these agencies:
New Jersey Office of the U.S. Department of Agriculture
www.fws.gov/northeast/nj.htm
927 North Main Street

Heritage Square, Building D

Pleasantville, NJ 08232

(609) 646-9310

New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife
www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/index.htm
Northern Region Office
Wildlife Control Unit
26 Route 173 West

Hampton, NJ 08827 

(908) 735-8793 
News from the Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders


Public Information Contacts: Linda Van Zandt / Joanne Vuoso / Lisa Krueger


908.231.7020    publicinfo@co.somerset.nj.us
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