Middle-Brook Regional Health Commission

November 8, 2010 Minutes

1. Call to Order

The regular meeting of the Middle-Brook Regional Health Commission was held on the above date at the Watchung Municipal Building and called to order by President William Nehls by reading the Sunshine Law Statement at 7pm.

2. Roll Call

Bound Brook:

Mrs. Angela Robinson


Middlesex:

Mrs. Amelia Sherr, Mr. John Madden
Mrs. Barbara Ferris 
South Bound Brook:
Mayor Warrelman
Warren:

Mr. Greg Riley, Mr. Mal Plager (7:15)
Watchung:

Mr. William Nehls
Others in attendance:
Mr. Kevin Sumner, Health Officer




Karen Wick, Secretary
3. Public Portion

Meeting opened to the public-no response-meeting closed to the public.

4. Minutes

Mrs. Amelia Sherr made a motion to accept the October minutes with amendments made at this time, seconded by Mrs. Barbara Ferris. Vote: Mrs. Angela Robinson-abstained, Mrs. Amelia Sherr-yes, Mrs. Barbara Ferris-yes, Mayor Warrelmann-abstained, Mr. Greg Riley-yes, Mr. William Nehls –yes. Motion carried.
5. Treasurer’s Report

Mr. Greg Riley made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report for October, seconded by Mr. John Madden. All in favor.
6. Unfinished Business

A. Rabies Clinics

Mr. Kevin Sumner informed Commission members that two rabies clinics were held on November 6, 2010. K. Sumner informed Commission members that the South Bound Brook rabies clinic had about ninety animals vaccinated and the Green Brook clinic had over seventy animals vaccinated.
B. 2011 Budget/Finance Committee
K. Sumner informed the Commission members that Committee voted by email and the proposed budget will reduce the VNA contract on blood pressure and instead of the VNA and Women’s Health and Counseling Center being billed separately it will be included in each of the town’s Commission appropriation. The H1N1 grant was used to offset salaries over the next three years. Mr. Mal Plager made motion to approve the 2011 Budget for six municipalities as presented sharing a REHS between Bound Brook and Middlesex, seconded by Mr. John Madden. Mr. Mal Plager commented that there are so many unknowns and major cuts across the county that he is not comfortable with everything but Warren will support the budget. Vote: Mrs. Angela Robinson-yes, Mrs. Amelia Sherr- yes, Mrs. Barbara Ferris- yes, Mr. Greg Riley- yes, Mr. Mal Plager-yes, Mr. William Nehls-yes. Motion carried.
C. Middlesex and Bound Brook Agreements
K.Sumner presented the Middlesex and Bound Brook agreements to the members of the Commission. Mr. Greg Riley commented on the Bound Brook agreement that in paragraph five the wording should be changed to all present and future public health employees. Mr. Riley also wanted to know what would happen if Bound Brook does not pay. K.Sumner stated that only required services would be done.  K. Sumner stated that housing and property maintenance issues would not be handled, and that would be the biggest difference. Commission members discussed that the Mayors should also be signing the agreement after it is reviewed by the township attorney. This would help in the communication between the mayor and the commission which had been criticized in the past.  Commission members agreed that a third line should be added for the mayor to sign.  Commission members also discussed the billing. K.Sumner agreed to send the invoice earlier in the quarter to receive payment at the end of the quarter and also add to the agreement a sixty day time limit to pay the invoice due. Commission members also commented that the word contract should be changed to agreement. Mr.  Riley commented that these two towns would be siphoning off services from the other towns that are underwriting these services. Mr. Nehls agreed that this point is valid.  Mr. Greg Riley made a motion to accept agreements with the adopted changes (payment and clarify certain services won’t be included), this motion was not seconded.  Mr. John Madden made a motion to accept agreements with out changes only with the word changed from contract to agreement, seconded by Mrs. Amelia Sherr. Vote: Mrs. Angela Robinson-yes, Mrs. Amelia Sherr- yes, Mrs. Barbara Ferris- yes, Mayor Warrelman- yes, Mr. Greg Riley-no, Mr. William Nehls- yes. Motion carried. The towns will then get the agreements to attorneys to review.  Mr. John Madden then amended the motion to include having the mayors sign agreement, seconded by Mrs. Amelia Sherr. Vote was same. Motion carried. Mr. Nehls asked Mr. Riley to submit all his comments in writing. 
7. New Business 
A. Township of Branchburg- Request for Proposal
K. Sumner informed Commission members that Branchburg is interested in getting a proposal for services from the Commission. K. Sumner stated that Branchburg had emailed information and once things are settled for the upcoming year then maybe he can put together a proposal. 
8. Addendum to Agenda
A. SCHOA (Somerset County Health Officer’s Association)
K. Sumner informed Commission members that the Annual meeting of the Association will be a meeting November 9, 2010 at the Fox Hollow in Branchburg if anyone was interested in attending.
B. H. Ross Severance Pay

Mr. Greg Riley brought up the subject of H.Ross severance pay and the fact that K. Sumner has not prepared a release for H. Ross to sign so that she can receive her severance pay.  K.Sumner will prepare a release for the Commission members to review for the next Commission meeting.

C. CEHA (County Environmental Health Act)
Mrs. Amelia Sherr questioned what type of response Middlesex would receive with a part-time REHS for noise and odor complaints. K. Sumner stated that protocol would be the same to call the Middlesex County Health Department. 
9. Adjournment

There being no further business, Mr. Greg Riley moved to adjourn meeting at 8pm, seconded by Mrs. Amelia Sherr.








Respectfully submitted,








___________________








Karen Wick, Secretary
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