Middle-Brook Regional Health Commission

March 1, 2010 Minutes

1. Call to Order

The regular meeting of the Middle-Brook Regional Health Commission was held on the above date at the Warren Town Hall second floor conference room and called to order by President William Nehls by reading the Sunshine Law Statement at 7pm.

2. Roll Call
Green Brook:

Dr. Jon Fourre

Middlesex:

Mrs. Amelia Sherr

South Bound Brook:
Mrs. Sue Warrelmann, Mrs.Gertrude Epple
Warren:

Mr. Greg Riley

Watchung:

Mr. William Nehls, Mr. John Sachariah
Others in attendance:
Mr. Kevin Sumner, Health Officer




Karen Wick, Secretary

3. Public Portion

Meeting opened to the public-no-response-meeting closed to the public.

4. Minutes

Mrs. Gertrude Epple made a motion to accept the minutes of the February 1, 2010 minutes, seconded by Mr. Greg Riley with amendments. Mrs. Gertrude Epple accepted with amendments. All in favor.

5. Treasurer’s Report

Mr. John Sachariah made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report for January, seconded by Mrs. Sue Warrelmann. All in favor. Discussion on two CD’s held by the Commission. Mr. Greg Riley made a motion if the renewal rate for CD is less than 2% go to a Money Market Account, seconded by Mr. John Sachariah. All in Favor.

At this time, Mrs. Barbara Ferris arrived.
6. Unfinished Business

A. H1N1 Flu Update
Mr. Kevin Sumner updated the Commission members about the last clinic held by the Commission as part of the “greatersomerseth1n1” partnership. This clinic was held on February 22, 2010 at Middlesex High School. K. Sumner informed Commission members that only 48 people were registered and that 77 people came, most that came were seeking second dose of the vaccine for children nine years of age and younger. K. Sumner informed Commission members that there will be no clinics in Commission area during the month of March and that interest from public is waning along with media coverage. K. Sumner informed Commission members that the “greatersomerseth1n1” partnership will be having clinics in Somerville and Manville during the month of March. K. Sumner informed Commission that last year H1N1 erupted during the month of April. K. Sumner will wait and see what happens this year. K. Sumner informed Commission members that the H1N1 vaccine will be a part of the seasonal flu shot this year. K. Sumner informed Commission members that he had submitted the first part of the grant report for H1N1 to the state, it was accepted and the Commission will be reimbursed for H1N1 activities. Dr. Jon Fourre asked if the Commission would be able to send out a statement in the newsletter to encourage the general population to still get vaccinated against H1N1.
B. Shared Services
Mr. William Nehls informed the Commission that Mr. Wright, from Somerset County Business Partnership and his supervisor would be coming to the Watchung Board of Health meeting at Watchung Town Hall on April 21, 2010 at 7pm.  Mr. Nehls informed Commission members that the discussion would be on the following topics: combining of Health Departments, combining of Registrars, animal control, Health Education, and nursing. Mr. Nehls encouraged everyone to go back to their local Board of Health and encourage their members to attend this meeting.
C. Somerville and Bound Brook Status
K. Sumner informed Commission members that Somerville, Manville and Raritan have gone to the County for services for the 1st quarter of 2010. K. Sumner informed Commission members that he has not received any official response to the proposals.

Mr. Nehls informed Commission members that he attended a meeting with Bound Brook Mayor and Council on February 9, 2010. Mr. Nehls informed Commission members that the Borough of Bound Brook has a million dollar deficit. Mr. Nehls advised Commission members of some of the concerns the Bound Brook council had, such as the use of the Spanish translator when Heather Ross did inspections. Mr. Nehls informed Commission members that the Bound Brook council believes this is a double cost even though translator is used by police and other departments.  Commission members discussed if Heather Ross was considered an employee of Commission or of Bound Brook municipality. K. Sumner informed the Commission that the Bound Brook Board of Health is actually considered the hiring agency when it comes to the Health inspector. Commission members discussed that if Bound Brook were to leave Commission, Heather Ross would have to go to the County.  K. Sumner informed Commission members of the lessons learned from Hurricane Floyd, after this mutual aid from other Health departments assisted in inspections after Bound Brook suffered another flood.  Somerset County did not participate in this mutual aid. This mutual aid might not be available to Bound Brook if they decide to use County for services. 
 This discussion then led to the resolution that Mr. Greg Riley drafted. This resolution extends the length of time a town is required to inform the Commission that they would be leaving the Commission from six months to two years.  Mr. Greg Riley distributed copies of this resolution to each member in attendance. Mr. Greg Riley explained that the two year notice would give other towns time to react. Mr. Nehls informed Commission members to take copy of this resolution back to their local Boards of Health and bring back comments made by towns at next Commission meeting.  Mr. Nehls suggested at this time for the resolution to be posted on next month’s agenda and get a copy to the Bound Brook Board of Health.  Mrs. Sherr informed Commission members of Middlesex’s concern about Bound Brook’s status, and about the by-laws changing. Mrs. Sherr informed Commission members that Middlesex might give notice to leave Commission if these by-laws were to be changed. Mr. Nehls then asked each town if they were considering leaving the Commission. The only two towns that did not answer no were Middlesex and Bound Brook (had no member to respond to question) Mrs. Sherr requested a time study for the Commission and accounting of services for the Middlesex Board of Health. Mr. Nehls informed K. Sumner to have Middlesex’s time study done by the next Commission meeting.  Mr. Nehls also informed Commission members that the Resolution would be on agenda for next month to be voted on. K. Sumner informed Commission members that there are intangibles that would not be shown on time study. Mrs. Gertrude Epple suggested cover letter come from the Commission and not the Health Officer when distributing the time study to the towns and mayors and council. 

D. Health Benefits for Retirees

Mr. Greg Riley explained the history of Medicare part B payments for retired employees to Commission members. Mr.Riley informed Commission members of the resolution from 1997 that Commission had adopted. Mr. Riley cited a superior court case with similar questions that Commission members have about reimbursing retired employees for Medicare part B. Mr. Riley would like to check with the State Retirement Division to see if reimbursement of Medicare part B benefits by the Commission is required to be enrolled in the state health benefits plan. Mr. Riley would like to introduce a resolution to discontinue reimbursing retired employees for Medicare Part B premiums. Mr. Nehls suggested to Commission members that the resolution would be effective starting  January 1, 2011 to give retired employees notice of changes. K. Sumner gave Mr. Riley Commission account number for the Division of Pensions and Benefits. Mr. Riley will inform other Commission members of findings at next Commission meeting.
E.Resolution of NJ Poison information and Education System (NJPIES)
Mr. Greg Riley made a motion to adopt this resolution, seconded by Dr. Jon Fourre. All in favor. K. Sumner will send a copy of this resolution that supports the Poison Control Center to the Governor of NJ, state assemblymen, poison control, State Health Commission. (see attached)
7. New Business
A. 2010 Salary Resolution

Mr. Nehls informed Commission members that the Commission finance committee has not yet met. K.Sumner will arrange a meeting in the next week or two. K.Sumner and Mr. Nehls will inform Commission members about this topic at next meeting.


B. Vaccine Statement re: Lancet Study

The Lancet study that purported a link between the Measles, Mumps, Rubella(MMR) vaccine to autism was formally retracted from the Lancet Medical Journal  Mr. Nehls informed Commission members that this study propagated so many studies and gave people reasons not to get vaccinated. Commission members commented that only six months ago the Vaccine Statement was released by the Commission. A press release and statement for the website was endorsed by the members.
C. National Association of Local Boards of Health (NALBOH) Newsbrief
This publication was distributed at this time along with membership cards.

8. Addendum to Agenda

A. K. Sumner informed Commission members that the Commission has received the Notice of Approval for PHOF funding from State. 
B. Ameripay
K. Sumner informed Commission members that the IRS had finalized their case against Ameripay. K.Sumner informed Commission members that he has not heard about our issues and will follow up with IRS.
C. County Health Rankings

K. Sumner distributed copies of this study funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.  This study was done at the county level ranking the county on certain health factors.  K. Sumner informed Commission members that the data was used in all parts of the country. K. Sumner explained that the data was from 2000 to 2008.  K. Sumner explained that overall Somerset County was #3 and Middlesex was #7 in rankings in the state. K. Sumner informed Commission members that the purpose of the report was to look at health issues that need to be corrected and to get people involved.

D. Article on toxins and autism

Mrs. Barbara Ferris distributed copies of two articles to other Commission members that she had found in the NY Times related to autism.

9. Adjournment
There being no further business Mr. Greg Riley moved to adjourn meeting at 9pm, seconded by Dr. Jon Fourre.  All in favor.









Respectfully submitted,









___________________









Karen Wick, Secretary
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