Middle-Brook Regional Health Commission
Re-Organization Meeting
February 8, 2011
1. Call to Order
The re-organization meeting of the Middle-Brook Regional Health Commission was held on the above date at Green Brook Town Hall and called to order by Executive Secretary, Mr. Kevin Sumner by reading the Sunshine Law Statement at 7:00pm.
2. Roll Call
Bound Brook: 		Mrs. Lisa Slater
Green Brook:			Mrs. Jean Mazet, Dr. Jon Fourre (7:40 pm)
South Bound Brook:		Mrs. Arleen Lih, Mrs. Sue Warrelman
Warren:			Mrs. Susan Cooper
Watchung: 			Mr. Bruce Ruck
Others in attendance:	Mr. Kevin Sumner, Health Officer
				Karen Wick, Secretary

3. Election of the President of the Commission for year 2011
The Executive Secretary opened the floor for nominations for President of the Commission for 2011.  There being no nominations or volunteers for this position, K. Sumner talked about the responsibilities of the President of the Commission. The President runs the Commission meeting and is the signer of financial documents. The President of the Commission is the voice and face of the Commission to the towns. The executive officers meet with the governing bodies of the towns. K. Sumner also stated that the meeting schedule could be reduced to every other month. Mrs. Jean Mazet made a motion to table until the next Commission meeting.
4. Election of the Vice-President of the Commission for the year 2011
The Executive Secretary opened the floor for nominations for Vice-President for year 2011. There being no nominations or volunteers for this position, K. Sumner stated that the Vice-President stands in for the President. This election was also tabled until the next Commission meeting.
5.Election of the Treasurer of the Commission for the year 2011
 Mr. Kevin Sumner opened the floor for nomination of the Treasurer of the Commission for the year 2011. Mr. Bruce Ruck nominated Mrs. Jean Mazet, seconded by Mrs. Susan Cooper. There being no further nominations Mr. Bruce Ruck moved to close nominations. Vote: All in favor
6. Appointment of Executive Secretary.
Mr. Kevin Sumner was appointed Executive Secretary for the Commission for the year 2011.
7. Appointment of Commission Physician.
Dr. Ronald Frank was appointed Commission Physician for the year 2011.
8. Appointment of Commission Attorney.
Mr. Kevin Sumner stated that George Psak, Esq has been the Commission Attorney for the past few years. Commission members appointed Mr. Psak as attorney and suggested that K. Sumner contact him and let him know. 
9. Public Portion.
Meeting opened to the public-no response-meeting closed to the public.
10. Minutes
Mrs. Arleen Lih made a motion to accept the minutes from the November 8, 2010 and December 15, 2010  Commission meetings as presented, seconded by Mrs. Lisa Slater. Vote: Mrs.Lisa Slater-abstained, Mrs. Jean Mazet-abstained, Mrs. Arleen Lih-yes, Mrs . Sue Warrelman-yes, Mr. Bruce Ruck-abstained. Motion carried.
11. Treasurer's Reports
Mrs. Sue Warrelmann made a motion to accept the Treasurer's reports for December 2010 and January 2011, seconded by Mr. Bruce Ruck. All in favor. Motion carried. Discussion held on PERS, radon kits, cell phones.
12. Unfinished Business
	A.  Commission Member Towns
K. Sumner informed the Commission members that Middlesex Borough Board of Health has decided to use Middlesex County Health Department for health services. This leaves the following towns remaining in the Commission: Bound Brook, Green Brook, South Bound Brook, Warren and Watchung.


	B.  Commission Move
The Commission offices are now located in Green Brook Town Hall, this agreement is working very well between the Commission and the Township.
	C. 2011 Budget & Levy Cap Relief
The 2011 Commission budget is set and towns are struggling to keep their tax at the 2% cap required by the State of New Jersey. K. Sumner stated that South Bound Brook saved approximately $1800 and Warren saved approximately $3100 based on the 2011 Commission budget.
	D. Website-Vaccines/Autism-Update-Fraud
K. Sumner stated that the Lancet report regarding autism that was previously rescinded has now been deemed fraudulent.  K. Sumner wanted to keep the public informed through the website. Commission members discussed that they didn't want to make the Commission liable and that posting on the website was probably not going to change the opinions of certain populations. K. Sumner will have Colleen put a bullet update with a link to the article on the Commission website.
13. New Business
	A. 2011 Holidays for the Commission
K. Sumner presented the proposed list of holidays as detailed in the personnel policy.  Mrs. Susan Cooper made a motion to accept, Mrs. Sue Warrelmann seconded. All in favor. Motion carried.
	B. 2011 Salary Resolution
K. Sumner stated that the 2011 Salary Resolution has no increase to any position in the Commission and that it reflects the salaries as approved in the budget. Mrs. Arleen Lih made a motion to accept, Dr. Jon Fourre seconded. All in favor. Motion carried.
	C. VNA Contract for 2011
K. Sumner stated that he met with the VNA today and does not have the contract to sign. K. Sumner informed Commission members that the hourly rate increased by a dollar from $44 to $45. K. Sumner stated with the loss of Middlesex from the Commission that this would reduce the contract because 1/3  of time was spent in Middlesex by the VNA.  The Commission will still maintain the South Bound Brook and Warren blood pressure screenings and the child health conference would probably be moved from the Middlesex location to Bound Brook. The contract would also reduce that amount spent on health education to just over $10,000.
	D. Women's Health & Counseling Contract for 2011
K. Sumner informed Commission members that there was no increase with this contract.
	E. Warren Agreement for 2011; Bound Brook agreement for 2011
K. Sumner informed Commission members that there was no increase for Warren and that the Bound Brook agreement was just signed and just needs the signature of Mrs. Angela Robinson, the Bound Brook Board of Health president.
	F. Appointment of Finance and Budget Committee for 2011
K. Sumner stated that one member from each town is on the Finance and Budget Committee. This topic was tabled until the next Commission meeting.
	G. Approval of 2011 meeting dates and locations
K. Sumner stated that the Watchung Board of Health has requested that the Commission meetings not be on Mondays. Commission members decided that the 1st Wednesday of every other month would be acceptable.

Meetings will be held:   	April 6, 2011
				June 1, 2011
				July and August - no meetings currently scheduled
				September 7, 2011
				November 2, 2011
Locations will be determined and rotated throughout the Commission towns.
	H. NJHOA (NJDHSS) $10,000.00 Grant
K. Sumner stated that the grant was approved.  This grant could not be used for personnel salaries but could be used for REHS and HO training and education and to purchase signs and communication equipment and supplies.  Commission members questioned K. Sumner regarding a county level after action report being done. K. Sumner stated that at the state level there was.  K. Sumner stated that the availability of pediatric nurses was identified as a problem. Commission members questioned the current flu status. K. Sumner stated at this point it was still regionalized and there was an outbreak at the Green Brook Regional Center in which 11 out of 12 people with influenza had been vaccinated. 

	I. County-Wide Initiatives:
		a. Radon
K. Sumner stated that the Greater Somerset Public Health Partnership (GSPHP) purchased radon kits collaboratively so they would be cheaper for the public. The radon kits were purchased at $6.25 and sold for $7. The Commission’s kits are normally purchased for $16-$17 and sold by the Commission for $18. 
		b. Take 1/2 to Go.
K. Sumner stated that restaurants are being encouraged to hand out food containers at the beginning of the meal so patrons will be more likely to take home half. This is part of an effort in portion control.
		c. Community Health Assessment
The County Health Officers are working collaboratively to update the County-wide Community Health Assessment conducted five years ago. This program is being led by Somerset Medical Center for a healthier Somerset County with businesses and environmental health groups.
		d. Grants
K. Sumner stated that the GSPHP was applying for grants. K. Sumner informed Commission members that five to ten individuals with experience in applying for public health grants is being sought by the Partnership. K. Sumner also stated that some of the time constraints that foundations put on grants are a problem - often only a few weeks are given to write grants. K. Sumner asked Commission members if they knew any names of experienced grant writers to let him know.
	J. State-Wide Initiatives:
		a. Public Health Institute
K. Sumner informed Commission members that this is being developed as an initiative to gather information to use data for advocacy and education of the public as well as legislators and professionals.
		b. NJDHSS-CDC grants                                             				  
The State Health Department recently received two CDC grants for quality improvement efforts statewide.

		c. UMDNJ-Public Health Training Center
K. Sumner informed Commission members that this program is a federally funded effort to provide for training and education of both current public health professionals as well as development of new public health professionals.  K. Sumner also informed Commission members that Colleen McKay Wharton has been hired as the project manager at UMDNJ which will limit her availability to the Commission. This project  is funded for five years with the possibility of renewal after the five years.
		d. NJDHSS- Revision of Practice Standards and Local Health Report
K. Sumner informed Commission members that the rules are being revised for the annual report and some figures will no longer be needed for this report.
		e. Quality Improvement and Accreditation
K. Sumner informed Commission members that local health departments would have five years to implement and maintain these standards.
		f. Public Health Council
K. Sumner informed the Commission members that the State Legislature is reconsidering reinstating the Public Health Council.  K. Sumner stated that this council currently has had no authority to make any changes in public health and restoring their powers might lead to positive results in a few years.
	K. NJLBOHA Membership
K. Sumner proposed for the Commission to renew their membership. Mrs. Jean Mazet made a motion join NJLBOHA, seconded by Mrs. Susan Cooper. All in favor. Motion carried.
14. Addendum
	A. "Bath Salts"
Commission members discussed how in the last two weeks there have been four cases of young adults ingesting or snorting this drug. Commission members commented on how easy it is for young adults to obtain the "bath salts."  Commission members commented that this drug does not respond to sedatives and were concerned that local rescue squads might have to respond to these types of emergencies. Commission members commented that there is a rise in PCP use. K. Sumner would like to see anything in writing about this and to send it to him and he will forward to others such as schools and school nurses.
15. Adjournment
There being no further business, Mrs. Jean Mazet made a motion to adjourn meeting at 8:34 pm, seconded by Mr. Bruce Ruck.
							Respectfully submitted,
							
____________________				Karen Wick, Secretary					      					
