Middle-Brook Regional Health Commission
Meeting
April 6, 2011
1. Call to Order
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Middle-Brook Regional Health Commission was held on the above date at South Bound Brook Municipal Building (Trailer) and called to order by Executive Secretary, Mr. Kevin Sumner by reading the Sunshine Law Statement at 7:00pm.
2. Roll Call
Green Brook:			Dr. Jon Fourre 
South Bound Brook:		Mrs. Arleen Lih, Mrs. Sue Warrelmann
Warren:			Mrs. Susan Cooper
Others in attendance:	Mr. Kevin Sumner, Health Officer
				Karen Wick, Secretary
				Grace Renz, Rutgers student

3. Election of the President of the Commission for year 2011

The Executive Secretary opened the floor for nominations for President of the Commission for 2011. Dr. Jon Fourre was nominated for the position of President by Mrs. Arleen Lih, seconded by Mrs. Susan Cooper.  There being no further nominations Kevin Sumner moved to close nominations, seconded by Mrs. Susan Cooper. Vote: All in favor.

4. Election of the Vice-President of the Commission for the year 2011

The Executive Secretary opened the floor for nominations for Vice-President for year 2011. Mr. Mal Plager was nominated for the position of Vice-President of Commission by Mrs. Susan Cooper, seconded by Dr. Jon Fourre. There being no further nominations Mrs. Arleen Lih moved to close nominations, seconded by Mrs. Susan Cooper. Vote: All in favor.

5. Meeting opened to the public 

The Commission members recognized Ms. Grace Renz, Rutgers student observing the Commission meeting.


6. Minutes

Mrs. Sue Warrelmann made a motion to accept the minutes from the February 8, 2011 Commission meeting as presented, seconded by Mrs. Susan Cooper. Vote: All in Favor. Motion carried.

7.Treasurer's Reports

Mrs. Susan Cooper made a motion to accept the Treasurer's report for February 2011, seconded by Mrs. Sue Warrelmann. Vote: All in Favor. Motion carried. 

Mrs. Susan Cooper made a motion to accept the Treasurer's report for March 2011, seconded by Mrs. Arleen Lih. Vote: All in favor. Motion carried.  Commission members questioned the U. S. Treasury Refund. K. Sumner informed Commission members that this refund was related to Ameripay. K. Sumner then gave the history of Ameripay  (payroll company) and the Commission stating that the Commission had not paid penalties and had also spent numerous hours straightening out the mess that Ameripay created by not paying appropriate taxes. K. Sumner also stated Ameripay was still in court.

8. Unfinished Business

	A. Warren Agreement for 2011

K. Sumner informed Commission members that this was carried over from last meeting since there was no President nominated at previous meeting to sign agreement. Dr. Jon Fourre, President of the Commission signed agreement.

	B. Appointment of Finance and Budget Committee for 2011.

Dr. Jon Fourre, Mrs. Arleen Lih and Mrs. Susan Cooper have tentatively agreed to be on this committee. Mrs. Arleen Lih made a motion to table the appointment of the Finance and Budget Committee until the next Commission meeting, seconded by Mrs. Sue Warrelmann. Vote: All in Favor. Motion carried.

	C. 2011 Meeting Dates and Locations

Wednesday 	April 6, 2011			South Bound Brook Borough, Trailer
						12 Main St., South Bound Brook

Wednesday 	June 1, 2011			Warren Town Hall
						46 Mountain Blvd. ,Warren

Wednesday	September 1, 2011		Green Brook Town Hall
						111 Green Brook Rd., Green Brook

Wednesday	November 2, 2011		South Bound Brook Borough, Trailer
						12 Main St., South Bound Brook

K. Sumner informed Commission members that Bound Brook did not have space and Watchung meeting room was unavailable due to conflict with different committees that were booked for that same time.

	D. 2010 Flu Clinic Summary

K. Sumner distributed the 2010 Flu Clinic Summary to Commission members. K. Sumner explained that the clinics held at Mt. Saint Mary's Academy and at the McAuley School vaccinated faculty and people paid $20 per shot to the Commission.  K. Sumner informed the Commission members of all the clinics 1/3 were paid by the patient and 2/3 were covered by Medicare. K. Sumner also stated that in the future he would like to have a clinic in the later evening hours when more people are available. K. Sumner also informed Commission members that the overall numbers of attendees is down from previous years. K. Sumner commented that overall flu vaccines were down even for Walgreens and CVS according to a vaccine representative. Commission members questioned the flu outbreak statistics for 2011. K. Sumner stated that it was still too early to tell. Commission members commented to watch Asian countries to see if these countries had outbreaks of the flu.  Commission members commented on "herd immunity" that the more people that get immunized the less people get sick. Commission members also commented on a measles outbreak in CA that had 33 cases of measles.  It was also noted that there is a whooping cough outbreak in CA. Commission members questioned the percentage of school children vaccinated in NJ. K. Sumner would be able to get these statistics for a future meeting. K. Sumner also informed Commission members of a trend toward the public using religious exemptions to avoid being vaccinated. K. Sumner stated that the annual report of data from immunization audit records shows deficiencies of 1 to 2% in the Commission service area. K. Sumner stated that parents can claim religious exemptions to avoid their child having to be vaccinated. K. Sumner stated the Commission's position on childhood vaccinations and that it is posted on the Commission website.


9. New Business

	A. 2011 Food Handler Courses

K. Sumner informed Commission members that the Food Handler's Courses are currently being scheduled and the dates are not finalized yet. K. Sumner also informed Commission members that the fee was raised last year. K. Sumner stated that he is trying to work on a new fee schedule if an establishment sends more people to the course the less expensive it would be. K. Sumner will keep Commission members updated at next meeting.

	B. FQHC (Women's Health and Counseling Center)

K. Sumner informed Commission members that FQHC stands for Federal Qualified Health Center. K. Sumner told Commission members that these facilities are federally funded by the government to provide health services to the underprivileged.  K. Sumner stated that the Women’s Health and Counseling Center submitted a grant for a FQHC in Somerset County. This might be located in Bound Brook, not in Somerville due to need. K. Sumner also stated that NJ Primary Care Health Associates wants to set one up in either Bound Brook or South Bound Brook. K. Sumner is going to set up a meeting between WHCC, Primary Care Associates and himself. K. Sumner will keep the Commission informed of any news at future meetings. Dr. Jon Fourre would like to send a statement of support to the WHCC.

	C. NALBOH

K. Sumner dispersed this publication to Commission members.

10. Addendum to Agenda 

	A. Wireless Communication

K. Sumner informed Commission members that the AT &T bill in March was much lower than previous months. K. Sumner is not sure how long this is going to last but if it remains then the possible savings over the year would be almost $2,000. K. Sumner also informed Commission members that the Verizon wireless plan needs to be updated due to the elimination of a REHS last year.



	B. Audits

K. Sumner stated that the state comptroller's office performed an audit of all commissions and authorities’ websites.  K. Sumner informed Commission members that the Commission was included in this group.  The comptroller's office has performed an electronic review.  The only area that needed improvement was the Commission budget needs to be posted on the website.  The current information of members and staff is posted on the website.  Colleen McKay Wharton will post the budget information on the website.

	C. Annual Report

K. Sumner informed the Commission members that this year's annual report will be more public friendly.  K. Sumner informed Commission members that this report will be posted on the website. K. Sumner informed Commission members that they should have received the electronic newsletter.

	D. Organizational Chart

K. Sumner distributed this report to Commission members. The chart was redone to reflect the changes since Middlesex Borough is no longer a member of the Commission.
	
	E. Japan-Tsunami

Commission members asked if there was any information on the Commission website pertaining to radiation education. K. Sumner informed Commission members that this might send a premature message that is not yet needed. K. Sumner will keep Commission members informed if any changes need to take place.

	F. Obesity
Commission members discussed new information that suggested overeating is an addiction. Commission members asked for more scientific information on this topic. K. Sumner will look for studies on this subject.

	G. County Health Rankings

K. Sumner informed Commission members that the county health rankings were released on March 31, 2011.  K. Sumner also informed Commission members that Hunterdon County was ranked no.1 and that Somerset County was ranked 2 and 3 in the state, depending upon variables.  K. Sumner informed Commission members of the website address that they could reference for the rankings: www.countyhealthrankings.org 

11. Adjournment

There being no further business Mrs. Susan Cooper made a motion to adjourn meeting at 8:15 pm, seconded by Mrs. Sue Warrelmann. All in favor.



								Respectfully submitted,



								__________________
								Karen Wick, Secretary
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