Middle-Brook Regional Health Commission

April 5, 2010 Minutes

1. Call to Order

The regular meeting of the Middle-Brook Regional Health Commission was held on the above date at the Watchung Municipal Building and called to order by President William Nehls by reading the Sunshine Law Statement at 7pm.

2. Roll Call

Middlesex:

Mrs. Amelia Sherr, Mr. John Madden

South Bound Brook:
Mrs. Arleen Lih, Mrs.Gertrude Epple

Warren:

Mr. Greg Riley

Watchung:

Mr. William Nehls, Mr. Peter Savulich (7:15pm)
Others in attendance:
Mr. Kevin Sumner, Health Officer




Karen Wick, Secretary

3. Public Portion

Meeting opened to the public-no-response-meeting closed to the public.

4. Minutes
Mrs. Amelia Sherr made a motion to accept the minutes of the March 1, 2010 minutes, seconded by Mrs. Gertrude Epple. Minutes were amended at this time. Mr Greg Riley made motion to accept with amendments, seconded by Mr. John Madden. All in favor, except for Mr. Peter Savulich who abstained.

5. Treasurer’s Report
Mr. Greg Riley made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report for February, seconded by Mr. John Madden. All in favor.

6. Unfinished Business
A. H1N1 Flu Update

K. Sumner informed Commission members that there were no current H1N1 clinics scheduled. The CDC is watching the southern part of the United States due to H1N1 cases increasing in this area.  K. Sumner informed Commission members that there were clinics held at the Bound Brook High School and the Bound Brook Presbyterian Church during the time that these places were being used as shelters due to the flooding that occurred in March.  K. Sumner will work to schedule a second clinic in Bound Brook so that children who need the booster dose of the vaccine will have an opportunity to receive it.  K Sumner informed Commission members that he is waiting for approval of Phase 4 of the H1N1 grant. This would be a much smaller amount that would be received. This portion of the grant would be used to reach out to under-served populations and update contact lists from these populations.
B. Shared Services Report from Somerset County Business Partnership
Mr. William Nehls invited Commission members to a meeting at the Watchung Municipal Building on April 21, 2010 at 7pm at which the authors of the report will address concerns of the Watchung Board of Health.
C. Somerville Proposals and Bound Brook Status

K. Sumner informed Commission members that he has not heard any official news from the towns of Somerville, Manville and Raritan. These towns are continuing to receive services from Somerset County Health Department. This item will be taken off the agenda.

K. Sumner informed Commission members that there has been no official notice given by the Borough of Bound Brook to leave the Commission. K. Sumner informed Commission members that Bound Brook has requested a proposal for services from Somerset County Health Department. K. Sumner will provide the County Health Officer a list of the services that the Commission provides for the town of Bound Brook. K. Sumner also informed Commission members that the County Health Department does not provide many of these services.  K. Sumner stated that during the time of the flooding in March he attended multiple meetings in Bound Brook, including Bound Brook OEM meetings and meetings with residents and business owners affected by flooding.
D. Health Benefits for Retirees
Mr. Greg Riley contacted the Division of Pensions and Benefits to see if reimbursing retired employees for Medicare part B is required for the Commission to be enrolled in the State Health Benefits Plan. Mr. Riley was instructed to write to the Director of Division of Pensions and Benefits about this question. Mr. Riley wrote two letters and has not heard a response yet. Mr. Riley requested the explanation of benefits statement that K. Sumner receives from Dr. Cohen and Mrs. Ross to see the actual amounts the Commission reimburses. Mr. Riley will update Commission members at the next meeting. 
E. Proposed Resolution amending Commission By-Laws

Mr. Nehls tabled the proposed resolution amending the Commission By-Laws. Mr. Nehls explained the majority of Local Boards of Health were not in favor of changing the Commission By-Laws.

F. 2010 Budget

K. Sumner informed Commission members that the 2010 Budget was reduced twice; cuts equaling $22,500 were made from the budget. K. Sumner also informed the members that the PHPF (Public Health Priority Funding) has been cut out of the Governor’s proposed State budget. In addition, the WHCC (Women’s Health Counseling Center) had their entire funding cut by the Governor’s proposal; this means that WHCC will also not be eligible for federal funding, as they require matching dollars.  K. Sumner informed Commission members that all the Health Departments in Somerset County use the WHCC for Sexually Transmitted Infection control.  K. Sumner informed Commission members the WHCC is contracted with the Commission only for STIs.
G. IRS & State Tax Issues Update
K. Sumner informed Commission members all penalties were abated by the IRS except for interest which was approximately fifty dollars and change. K. Sumner did not have anything in writing from the IRS.  K. Sumner informed Commission members that he is still waiting to hear from the State of NJ on this issue.  K. Sumner will inform Commission members as to status update.

7. New Business
A. 2010 Salary Resolution
At this time the 2010 Salary Resolution was to be taken off the agenda. This led to discussion of Budget cuts and currently the budget for the Commission is at approximately the 2005 budget level. Commission members expressed concern that there was not a representative from the Bound Brook Board of Health at Commission meetings.  Mr. Riley made a motion for Mr. Nehls to send a letter to the Bound Brook Board of Health from the Commission requesting a representative come to Commission meetings, seconded by Mr. John Madden. All in favor. Mr. Nehls will email the draft of the letter to Commission members.

B. Letter of termination from Somerset County CEHA Program

K. Sumner informed Commission members that the State of NJ cut the funding for the CEHA program (County Environmental Health Act). K. Sumner stated that this would not have much of an impact on the Commission. K. Sumner informed Commission members that the county is still responsible to do the work, but there would probably be a reduction in services, as the State is looking to reduce the required activities.  
C. Changes to NJ Family Care
K. Sumner informed Commission members that the State of NJ has made changes to NJ Family Care insurance. Starting April 1, 2010 immigrant parents who do not have a legal residence status for at least 5 years will no longer be eligible.  Starting March 1, 2010 income guidelines for parents would be stricter.

D. NJ Local Boards of Health Association membership cards

K. Sumner distributed membership cards to Commission members.


E. Food Handler Courses
K. Sumner informed Commission members of the three dates in April that the Food Handler courses are scheduled to be held.  The first food handler course is on April 12, 2010 in Warren. The second food handler course is on April 15, 2010 in Green Brook, this class will be in Spanish. The third food handler course is on April 29, 2010 in Middlesex.
F. Silver Spoon Award
K. Sumner informed Commission members of the summary of standards that were listed on the Silver Spoon Award. K. Sumner informed Commission members that similar programs were successful in other areas of the country. The program will be discussed and initiated at the Food Handler Courses.
G. 2010 Flooding
K. Sumner informed Commission members that Middlesex, Bound Brook and Green Brook were severely affected by the recent flooding, but the Green Brook Flood Control activities seemed to help in the west end of Bound Brook which did not flood. K. Sumner also informed Commission members that many residents experienced flooding because ground water tables were high and the water has to go somewhere. Commission members also discussed that the next areas of the Green Brook Flood Control Project to be completed are along Green Brook and Middlesex.
H. Medicare Reimbursement
K. Sumner informed Commission members that since the Commission only bills once a year to Medicare for the seasonal flu and pneumonia shots, the Commission keeps getting delisted and then has to be relisted. K. Sumner informed the Commission members that Dr. Ronald Frank, the Commission Physician, would be billing Medicare for seasonal flu and pneumonia shots. Dr. Frank’s office would then keep a portion of the total that was billed to Medicare, for administrative services.  K .Sumner informed Commission members that the percentage that Dr. Frank’s office would keep had not been settled at this time, but that the time saved for staff doing the billing and reduced frustration at the process will outweigh the expense.
I. Posting and Distribution of Commission Agendas and Minutes
K. Sumner informed Commission members that the Agendas and minutes would be emailed to all the local Boards of Health in the Commission service area. K. Sumner informed Commission members that the agendas and minutes would also be posted on the Middle-Brook Regional Health Commission’s website. K. Sumner hoped it might encourage more participation in Commission meetings and activities.
8. Addendum to Agenda

A. Time Study and Accountability
Commission members discussed that the time study would be skewed due to the recent flooding in Bound Brook.

B. H1N1 Grant

Commission members would like to see the breakdown of H1N1 grant figures. K.Sumner would bring another copy of these figures to the next Commission meeting.

9. Adjournment

There being no further business Mrs. Amelia Sherr moved to adjourn meeting at 8:30 pm, seconded by Mrs. Arleen Lih. All in favor.








Respectfully submitted,








____________________








Karen Wick, Secretary
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