BOUND BROOK BOARD OF HEALTH

MEETING

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2010

MINUTES

The meeting was called to order by President A. Robinson at 5:30 P.M. with the following statement:

“This meeting held in compliance with the Open Public Meeting Law in that the requirements of the Law have been met by the Annual Meeting Notice being forwarded to the Courier News and posted in the Municipal Building on December 29, 2009.”

ROLL CALL:
The following members were present:  Angela Robinson, Judy Bailey, Mary Fuentes, Helen Goodrich, Barbara Lobman, Lisa Slater, and Mary Straub.  

Others in Attendance: Kevin G. Sumner, Health Officer
The following members were absent:  Debbie Cozza and Diane Scarpulla.  

PUBLIC SESSION:
The President opened the meeting to the public.  There being no public present the public portion of the meeting was closed.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:
M. Straub moved for acceptance of the minutes of the June 10, 2010 meeting.  Motion seconded by M. Fuentes.  All in favor.

VOUCHERS:
M. Fuentes moved to pay the $50.00 voucher by M.A. Schamberger for typing the minutes of the June 10, 2010 meeting.  Motion seconded by J. Bail. Lobman.  All in favor.

COMMISSION:
A.
K. Sumner described the current status of issues with the Commission and the Bound Brook Board of Health.  Members were advised that due to the cutbacks in payment by the Borough to the Commission the Commission had to take the action of laying off Heather Ross at the end of June.  This was done to prevent over costs and increased costs to the other towns of the Commission.  Sumner explained that this means only essential services will be conducted and routine inspections will not.  Communicable disease control and other similar issues will still be handled but services will be severely limited.  Sumner explained that full time REHS services are truly what the Borough needs, but based on the economic situation he is trying to develop a plan for part-time REHS services.  Since Middlesex is also investigating other health services one option may be to share an REHS with Middlesex.  K. Sumner reminded the Board that they are autonomous and thus the decision for services lies with the Board.  Sumner explained that the other towns of the Commission are concerned because when towns leave then costs will rise.  In addition, the towns want to assure the long term viability of the Commission as they feel they get better services from the Commission than they would from others.  The Board members agreed and stated they are very happy with the services received from the Commission and question whether they would receive the same type and amount of services from the County.  The members expressed they will be meeting with the Mayor and Council and will express to them their desire to remain with the Commission.
B.
K. Sumner discussed the results of the Time Study.  He explained that a three-phase study was conducted but that the results are questionable at best.  This is because during the first phase the health department was dealing with the Bound Brook flood.  During the third phase, little to no public health services were being provided to Bound Brook due to the reduction in resources.  So the only phase of any value is the second and that only represents one month so may not accurately reflect the services rendered in each town over the year.  Therefore, K. Sumner is suggesting to the Commission and all local Boards that the study not be used to adjust the contributions significantly.

C. 
K. Sumner distributed a proposed tobacco control ordinance.  He explained that State law prohibits smoking in most indoor areas, but that there are also exemptions allowed under the state law in certain circumstances.  This has lead to a number of recent inquiries in the local area about the opening of cigar bars and hookah establishments.   In order to make it very clear that these types of establishments are not allowed in Bound Brook K. Sumner is suggesting the tobacco control ordinance that eliminates all the exemptions.  Board members expressed being in favor of the ordinance and will review it more carefully and discuss/act on it at the next meeting.
D.
K. Sumner distributed a model fees ordinance for review and comment by the Board members.  He explained that the changes to the Board of Health fees are being suggested for a few reasons.  One reason is to be sure that the fees are appropriate and covering the costs.  This reasoning will lead to increases in certain fees if approved.  Another reason is to be sure that the Borough is collecting fees for all appropriate activities of the health department.  For example, new activities such as septic inspections or tanning establishment inspections should be included in the fee schedule.  Finally, K. Sumner is attempting to make the fee schedules of all the Commission towns as consistent as possible.  The work is being done consistently for all towns so the costs and fees should be similar.  Members were asked to review the suggested changes and to return to the next meeting with comments and suggestions.
E.
K. Sumner reported the flu clinics are scheduled for the end of the month in Middlesex and Warren.  A school based clinic may be held in Bound Brook, but the public clinic will not.  It has never been very well attended and with the budget cuts and lack of personnel it is impossible to hold it this year.
F.
K. Sumner reported that no rabies clinic will be held in Bound Brook this year due to the cutbacks but that residents are welcome to attend any of the other clinics in the other towns and they will be well advertised.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
None
NEW BUSINESS:
A.
Members reviewed the activities reports for June, July, and August 2010.  Members asked about the complaint regarding fireworks and noise and air pollution associated with them.  K. Sumner advised that the fireworks are held at Somerset Patriots Stadium which is in Bridgewater so we have no jurisdiction.  In addition, it is an event that is endorsed by the County Government and is therefore exempt from enforcement.  Finally, while the complainant suggests a number of environmental hazards associated with fireworks it is difficult to say if there is a real risk or not.  Members also asked about bedbugs and their control.  K. Sumner reported that there is little that can be done to prevent bedbugs, but that inspection and vigilance can help control them if they are recognized before they get out of control.  Current information suggests that the best way to treat an infestation is with high heat, but it depends on the circumstances and a professional pest control operator should be contacted.  K. Sumner reported that no disease is transmitted by bedbugs and so there is little public health concern.  The greatest concern is about personal health, allergic reactions to bites, and the mental and emotional effects of having bedbugs, much like lice.
B.
K. Sumner read the School Nurse’s Reports for June and it was placed on file.

C.
K. Sumner reviewed the Animal Control Officer’s report for July.  
ADDENDUM:

L. Slater spoke to members about the process of “Fracking.”  Fracking is a process by which a drill well pushes water with pressure into sediment that pushes the natural gas to the surface. L. Slater informed the members this forces chemicals into the environment and may lead to a lot of pollution.  L. Slater stated that NY State has temporarily stopped this process pending a scientific study of the effects of the process.  L. Slater informed members that this process is widely used out west, currently in PA and coming this way. She has personally seen the negative impact of the process and feels that it is a potential issue for New Jersey.  L. Slater encouraged members to watch the documentary “Gaslands” on HBO and learn more about the possible environmental and health effects associated with the process.
ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business before the Board, M. Fuentes moved to adjourn at 7:00 P.M.  Seconded by B. Lobman.  All in favor.






Respectfully submitted,
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______________________________






Kevin G. Sumner






Health Officer/Secretary
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