BOUND BROOK BOARD OF HEALTH
MEETING

THURSDAY, APRIL 14, 2011

MINUTES

The meeting was called to order by President Angela Robinson at 5:30 P.M. with the following statement:

“This meeting held in compliance with the Open Public Meeting Law in that the requirements of the Law have been met by the Annual Meeting Notice being forwarded to the Bound Brook Chronicle and the Courier News and posted in the Municipal Building on January 26, 2011.”

ROLL CALL:
The following members were present:  Judy Bailey, Helen Goodrich, Barbara Lobman, Angela Robinson, Lisa Slater, and Mary Straub.  
The following members were absent:  Debbie Cozza, Mary Fuentes, and Diane Scarpulla.  
The following were also present:  Kevin G. Sumner, Health Officer, Nancy Lanner, REHS, and Council Liaison Vincent Petti
PUBLIC SESSION:
No public was present.  Public portion of meeting closed.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:
M. Straub moved for acceptance of the minutes of the January 13, 2011 meeting.  Motion seconded by L. Slater.  All in favor.

VOUCHERS:
No vouchers were presented for payment.
COMMISSION:
K. Sumner reviewed items listed on the agenda under Commission as follows:
1. The 2011 Agreement between the Borough of Bound Brook and the Middle-Brook Regional Health Commission is signed and in place and all seems to be working well.  The limited amount of REHS hours is a challenge, but we will do our best to address all public health issues and complete the mandated inspections.

2. The Commission participated in a program with all the health departments in Somerset County wherein we were able to provide radon test canisters to residents at a cost significantly lower than our normal costs.  This was done in recognition of Radon Awareness Month and was accomplished through the collaborative efforts of the local health officers.

3. The County Health Officers are also initiating a program entitled “Take ½ To Go.”  This is a program targeting the obesity issue.   It will encourage restaurant patrons to request a to-go container such that they do not consume all their food at one sitting, but take half home for another meal.  Restaurants are willing to participate by providing containers as long as they are not held to be the initiator, but the request comes from the customer.  It is supposed to be premiered at “Taste of Somerset” at the end of May.
4. The Commission will be receiving $10,000.00 from a grant provided by the NJ Health Officers Association.  This money is earmarked for addressing weaknesses identified during the H1N1 event.  The Commission will use it for communications equipment, continuing the on-line appointment service, assisting in the conduct of a county-wide health assessment, and other activities.  The money can not be used to supplant current funding, activities, or staff.

5. K. Sumner distributed the 2010 NJ Animal Rabies Cases summary to members and pointed out that Somerset County still sees a number of confirmed rabies cases on an annual basis.  Most are from raccoons, but there are also cases from skunks, cats, and other animals.  We must remain vigilant and residents must be cautious.

6. K. Sumner distributed the schedule of Commission meetings for 2011.

7. K. Sumner advised members that the annual food handler courses provided by the Commission will be offered in late April/early May.  One will be held in Spanish to cater to those establishments with a language barrier.  Members asked if these classes meet the requirements of ServSafe, a program required by state law for certain establishments.  It was explained that our programs do not meet the state requirements but provide a means for establishments to meet the annual training requirement of local ordinance.  The state law requires ServSafe for higher risk establishments, but it is not an annual training requirement.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
A.
Members discussed the pros and cons of adopting a local ordinance restricting the locations of tobacco use and the types of establishments.  One of the driving forces behind the ordinance is the recent request for ‘hookah bars” in local areas.  State law does not allow them, but it is not specific.  In order to avoid any challenges this ordinance clearly states their illegality.  Members asked to have the ordinance resent for their review and at the next meeting action may be taken, if members are in favor, to forward it to the Mayor and Council for their input for either their adoption or the Board of Health’s adoption.
B.
K. Sumner advised members that he has not received any feedback on the proposed fees changes and he suspects that may be because of the way it was distributed with many options.  Therefore, with the Board’s approval, he will draft a specific ordinance for Bound Brook.  It will be distributed to the Board members for review and hopefully we can have any acceptable changes adopted by the end of the year for implementation in 2012.  
NEW BUSINESS:
Members reviewed the activities reports for January, February, and March 2011.  As a result the following issues were discussed.
1. Members discussed a new Barber Shop on Main Street that is reported to be associated with a massage parlor.  K. Sumner reminded the members that Bound Brook has not adopted the proposed massage therapy ordinance.  It was requested that it be re-distributed for consideration at the next meeting.

2. Properties on Central and Watchung Avenues were discussed relative to property maintenance.  N. Lanner will check for any public health violations and Councilman Petti will also forward to Code Enforcement for action.

3. Members discussed the increase in cases of measles and pertussis.  Outbreaks in areas such as California and New York have been at least in part attributed to declining immunization rates.  K. Sumner discussed how herd immunity protects those that can not be vaccinated and adults who have not received boosters or vaccinations in several years.  There is currently an ongoing effort to increase vaccination against pertussis in Somerset County through collaborative clinics and we hope that adults will also attend.  It was pointed out that measles is a serious, sometimes fatal, illness that is seeing a rise.  This discussion was prompted by a recent investigation of a possible measles case that Bound Brook residents were exposed to.
4. A question was asked about the Tb investigation.  K. Sumner reported that the individual is and was being seen and treated by the Somerset Tb Clinic and so never represented a health risk, but the case was never reported to us.  This has been corrected.

5. The sewer line break at Green Brook Academy was discussed.  N. Lanner reported that she did respond and assured proper clean up.  She also noted that the only reason it was found was because the sewerage entered the sump pump.

6. Members also discussed the issue of Vitamin D deficiency and how this may be leading to increased cancer cases.  They discussed the increased use of “Bath Salts” a substance which produces psychotic responses and is not yet illegal in New Jersey.   It was also noted that NJDEP did not prevail in their case against the Dry Cleaners on Union Avenue, but that prior entities had settled with NJDEP.

K. Sumner read the School Nurse’s Report for January, February, and March.  They were placed on file.

K. Sumner reviewed the current membership of the Board, which is ten, but the ordinance only allows for nine.  A. Robinson agreed to contact the two alternate members to find out their intentions and to request letters of resignation.  In addition, K. Sumner will work with the Borough Clerk to clarify members’ appointment dates.
K. Sumner discussed the NALBOH survey.  He reported it was due on March 31, but that he completed one on behalf of the Commission, representing all the local Boards.

Members expressed their condolences at the loss of former Board member and President Mr. Clyde Kent who passed on March 6, 2011.

ADDENDUM:

Members were given the annual Financial Disclosure forms or the website to access the form and advised that they need to complete and submit two copies with original signatures.
ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business before the Board, M. Straub moved to adjourn at 6:30 P.M.  Seconded by B. Lobman.  All in favor.






Respectfully submitted,
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______________________________






Kevin G. Sumner






Health Officer/Secretary
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