WATCHUNG

BOARD OF HEALTH

   MINUTES


November 17, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

President’s Statement 

Under the provisions of N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., notice of the time and place of this meeting has been posted and sent to the official newspapers.

 ROLL CALL

Robert Riedinger (P); William Nehls, Council Liaison (P); Harriet Stambaugh (P); Fran Ellis (P);

Mary Mobus (A);  George Pogosky (P);  Bruce Ruck (P); John Sachariah (A); Peter Savulich (P);  

Representative for Middle-Brook – Robyn Key     

At this time the Board was informed that Bill would stay of the Board for another year but is still resigning as President of the Commission.  All members were happy with this decision.

CONSENT AGENDA:
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF September 15, 2010 MEETING

 Motion to approve the minutes of September 15th was moved by George Pogosky and seconded by Fran Ellis.  All members were in favor of approval.

REPORT OF VITAL STATISTICS FOR:  September/October

          SEPTEMBER





OCTOBER
Births - Male- 3    Female- 4      


Births - Male- 1     Female-  0   

Deaths- Male- 1    Female- 3 
             

Deaths- Male- 2     Female-  4

Marriages-   3  



           
Marriages-    4

Domestic Partnerships –    0



Domestic Partnerships –   0  

Civil Unions -    0




Civil Unions -    0

At this time President Riedinger requested that we have the presentation by Mr. Wayne Ingram, Engineer of the Engineering & Land Planning Associates, Inc. office - representing Mr. Kurt Van de Castle of 1 Ridge Road, Block 4303, Lot 8, who is requesting a variance to replace the current septic system with a new peat system.  This is considered an alteration – not a new system.  Mr. Ingram is a professional engineer with a degree in Civil Engineering from Rutgers University.

This is a five bedroom house and they want to combine the existing Grey Water and Black Water systems into one new septic field and utilize a new advanced technology, peat bio-filter, Eco-pure unit.    The system has a five (5) year warranty in New Jersey.  This is a new variation of existing peat systems and has been approved by the State.  Robyn said the Watchung Health Department and State DEP are satisfied with this system. It is sized for a 5 bedroom home. This new system is must more efficient and more cost effective 
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There was a question regarding wells in the area – What would happen if the system fails – would it affect any wells?  There are no wells it is all public water.  These systems are acceptable for repairs but not for new construction.  If there is a request to use this system for new construction it must be approved by the State.

The system requires semi-annual maintenance and a Deed Notice for the use of a peat bio-filter must be filed with the deed of the property prior to installation of the unit. The homeowner is required to maintain the system by State Law.  The license is valid for one year (January 1 – December 31) renewable January 1st  - annual license fee $100.00 and include an Annual Report accompanied by $15.00 fee.

Bill Nehls made a motion to approve the request for the waiver and George Pogosky seconded.  President Riedinger requested a roll call.


Ellis, Nehls, Pogosky, Savulich, Stambaugh, Ruck and Riedinger


All members in attendance approved the request.

License for the system will be issued after all inspections and fees have been submitted to the Borough Health Department.

RESOLUTION – R1: 11/17/10

Appointing Michelle DeRocco as Registrar and MaryAnn Hance as Deputy Registrar for a 3 year term expiring January 16, 2014.

Motion to approve the appointments was moved by Bill Nehls and Seconded by Harriet Stambaugh

All members were in favor of the appointments

HEALTH OFFICERS REPORTS FOR:  September/October

There were no questions for Robyn

REPORT OF REPRESENTATIVE TO MIDDLE BROOK:  September/October

There was a meeting, which was requested by the administrators, to try to get some sort of consensus from Bound Brook and Middlesex as to what they wanted and what they would be willing to live with to keep the Commission in its entirety.  During the meeting there were discussions - Bound Brook wants to stay with the Commission – their problem is monetary.  The Commission came up with a budget plan for them which would be approximately $83,000.  Bill is not sure if they approved the budget. Robyn checked with Kevin and was told that they did approve the budget.  Kevin has sent them an agreement which must be signed by their Mayor.  Their Administrator was happy with the cost.  Kevin put together a budget for 2011 for a part time sanitarian for Bound Brook.  

Middlesex was asked to provide Kevin with information on exactly what they are looking for as far as their Budget – they wanted a proposal from Kevin and at the Middle-Brook meeting the Middlesex Representative, Amelia Sherr, requested further information from Kevin.  Bill told her Kevin would not be supplying further information.  She then walked out of the meeting.
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Bill received a letter dated September 29, 2010 from Middlesex stating they would be leaving the Commission as of December 31, 2010.   This is not the State required 6 month notice but it is the Commissions’ desire to cut their losses and accept this.

Middle-Brook will now have their offices in Green Brook.

Middle-Brooks budget for 2011 is $377,499.00.  Big difference from the 2010 budget.  Kevin has done an amazing job in reducing costs.   All towns except Watchung have decreases.  We have an increase of $826.29.  This is due to the amount of time Robyn has been spending in Watchung for Septic System closures.  The Borough collects the permit fees ($10.00).  We have to look into raising our fees on this.   The budget was approved at the Commission meeting.  Bill then requested we accept the Middle-Brook Budget.  Bill thanked John Sachariah and Peter Savulich for being there and voting for the budget.  If Bound Brook leaves the Commission the budget would go much higher.

A motion was made by Bill Nehls and seconded by Bruce Ruck to accept the Middle-Brook budget.

President Riedinger requested a roll call.

Ellis, Nehls, Pogosky, Savulich, Stambaugh, Ruck and Riedinger


All members in attendance approved the Middle-Brook Budget for 2011.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
Dog regulation – there were no comments from members prior to this meeting and it was suggested that the secretary email everyone another copy of the ordinance received from Laws and Ordinance Committee for review and comment.  

The Secretary will also email a copy of our fees for revue and comments.

It was suggested to have further discussion in January.

There is nothing new on the Marijuana legalization.  State is tightening it more.

NEW BUSINESS:

2011 Budget for Watchung Board of Health:

Line items were reviewed – there were a few changes – mainly the Animal Control amount was changed to $11,016.24 from $8,000.00.  The 2010 figure was only for a 10 month contract.

There was a motion by George Pogosky to accept the Borough Budget and seconded by Peter Savulich.

President Riedinger then requested a roll call.

Ellis, Nehls, Pogosky, Savulich, Stambaugh, Ruck and Riedinger


All members in attendance approved the Watchung Budget for 2011

Meeting Calendar for 2011 – dates were discussed, changes made and approved by the board.  
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President Riedinger requested we send a letter to the Commission to see if their meeting days could be changed to some time other than Mondays.  The secretary will send a letter to Commission suggesting this.

Bruce Ruck suggested we go “green” and email the minutes and other information to the Committee instead of mailing it out.  All thought it was a good idea and everyone in attendance gave their email address to the secretary.

Most, if not all, future information will now be sent via email.

CORRESPONDENCE:  

No discussion

MIDDLE BROOK: 

No discussion

VOUCHERS SUBMITTED FOR PAYMENT-

- Middle Brook Regional Health Commission – 4th Quarter -

$19,775.00

- Roxdane Kennels – Oct/Nov/Dec – 2010


-

$  2,657.03
Motion to approve payment of the vouchers made by Fran Ellis and seconded by Harriet Stambaugh.

President Riedinger requested a roll call.

Ellis, Nehls, Pogosky, Savulich, Stambaugh, Ruck and Riedinger


All members in attendance approved the vouchers for payment.

PUBLIC PORTION:   

No public in attendance.                    

ADJOURNMENT:  


There was a motion to adjourn by Bill Nehls and seconded by Bruce Ruck.  All were in favor.

The next scheduled meeting will be held on January 19, 2011









Respectfully submitted,









MaryAnn Hance









Secretary Board of Health
